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My Objections as a Responsible Authority 
 
Public safety  
 
Due to the close proximity of the river Exe, this site raises a number of public safety 
concerns that have not been fully addressed with the information has that been provided 
with this TEN and the subsequent Risk Assessment. I am not satisfied that the event 
can be managed safety and I have some major concerns with regards to the mix of 
people, alcohol and a fast flowing river.   
 
Appendix 1 shows the site and the location of the river Exe.  The site is outline in red.  
The River Exe runs along the entire Western edge of the site.  Toward the bottom of the 
site is Bolhom weir.    The UK rivers guide book gives a description of Bolham Weir as: 
 

The first weir is at Bolham and deserves to be treated with caution as at least one 
canoeist has died on it to my knowledge. It consists of a wide sloping ramp 
followed by a wide pool and a second broken section which looks like a short 
rapid. The ramp is perhaps best run on the extreme right at most levels; an 
almost river wide stopper forms below the rest of the ramp so leaders should 
inspect this weir before deciding where/ whether beginners should run it. At high 
levels this stopper becomes extremely dangerous, and even at moderate 
levels beginners can get severely stuck in it (it holds swimmers and flushes them 
towards river left). 
   

A major concern is the attraction of the river for anyone under the influence of any 
alcohol or drugs or any other New Psychoactive Substances (NPS).   
 
It would appear that this TEN is for the Event currently being advertised as the 
Hodgepodge Weekender 2016.  The event details that: 
 

‘We’ll still be providing a banging variety of ciders, and we’ll get that moonshine 
to the new venue somehow’. 

 
The events Risk Assessment has looked at the impact of the river and it details  
 

1. Heras fencing 
2. 24 hour lighting 
3. Lifeguard 
4. Emergency service access routes 
5. Appropriate sign-age 

 
However, no further information is included or expanded upon.  24 hours lighting could 
prove a nuisance via light pollution and from generator noise to nearby residential 
dwellings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Public Nuisance 
 
Due to the quietness of the surrounding area and the close proximity of residential 
properties to the sites location, I feel that an outdoor music event with the sale alcohol 
and late night refreshments until 2am on Friday, 4am Saturday will result in public 
nuisance by the emitting of intrusive noise affecting nearby residential properties.  
 
 
Appendix 2 is a plan showing 14 residential properties within 500m from the site (the red 
circle around the site is a 500m indicator from the centre of the site).  
 
The site sits in the bottom of the Exe valley.  All of the 14 properties are of a higher 
elevation than the site and due to the topography of the site the sound from any music 
on the will travel outwards towards all these properties.  There are very few nature 
barriers present of the site to mitigate against the music noise.  
 
The band ‘Popes of Chillitown’ describe themselves as  
 

‘a Ska/Dub/Punk band from London, who have been rampaging through the UK 
scene for the last few years like an unstoppable grooving, skanking juggernaut’.  

 
Appendix 3 shows the bands advertisement for a ‘Tiverton Event’.   
 
The Hodgepodge band listing for their event includes the Popes of Chillitown.  This does 
seem to tie the two events together and indicate that our TEN is indeed for the 
Hodgepodge Weekender 2016. 
 
Appendix 4 details the bands listed for the Hodgepodge Weekender.   
 
This does not appear to meet with the description given in the TEN – A private Event 
with Camping.   
 
An outdoor music event with 3 music stages (a main electronic stage, main live stage 
and the shack) along with alcohol and late night refreshments until 2am on Friday, 4am 
Saturday will result in public nuisance by the emitting of intrusive noise affecting nearby 
residential properties.  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 4 
 

 

 


